
 

 
  

 
 

 
 
 

Lenten Devotional 2020 

WEEK SEVEN 

DAY # DATE DEVOTIONAL TEXT ACTION STATEMENT Let Us… 

35 Holy Monday, April 6th      John 13:34-35 Spread Love 

36 Holy Tuesday, April 7th     Matthew 19:13-15 Clear the Way 

37 Holy Wednesday, April 8th  Matthew 22:34-40 Give Our All 

38 Maundy Thursday, April 9th John 13:3-10 Accept Refreshing 

39 Good Friday, April 10th John 14:15-18 Accept Support 

40 Holy Saturday, April 11th  Matthew 28:18-20 Make Disciples 



Day 35 

Holy Monday, April 6th  

 Love’s Command                John 13:34-35 
 

34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you 

must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if 

you love one another.” 

 

Chapter 13 of John marks the beginning of what will be a turbulent time in the lives of Jesus 
and his disciples.  Jesus is keenly aware of the fact that his earthly ministry will soon be drawing 
to a close.  He is also acutely aware of the fact that Judas will betray him, Peter will deny him 
and virtually all his disciples will scatter.  Knowing all this, Jesus sets apart this moment to 
minister to each of them.  Taking on the posture of the lowliest of servants, Jesus washes the 
feet of his disciples and, thereafter, utters the words: 34“A new command I give you: Love one 

another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that 

you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 

 
You may be wondering to yourself, “What do foot washing, a command to love and a call to 
discipleship have to do with one another?”  And, I’m sure that if we were to ask Jesus, he would 
tell us, “EVERYTHING!”  A disciple is one who is a follower or student of a teacher, leader or 
philosopher.  Pastor Stone likes the language of being “an adherent”, one who in the living of 
life is committed to holding closely to the beliefs and practices of the one in whom they believe, 
the one in whom their faith rests.  Through Jesus’ actions and words, he reveals what is the 
essential mark of his disciples…it’s love.  Love in service to one another, love through self-
sacrifice, love expressed in all the ways that Jesus has ministered to them and everyone they’ve 
encountered over Christ’s three-year ministry.  
 

Let Us  respond to Jesus’ love command.  Let Us  practice love as our Saviour has loved us by 

opening our hearts to those in need and lifting prayers to the Lord on behalf of all who are 
struggling. 
 
 

Let Us Pray  

God of mercy… God of love, we are grateful for the love you have shown us.  We are grateful 

for the love that you have shown to the world.  You know how times such as these challenge 

our faith.  Yet, just as you’ve chosen to hold on to all of us, we will strive to hold on to you and 

prayerfully encourage and support others in doing the same.   Dear Lord, we are in awe of you!  

Thank you for the example you’ve given us in Christ Jesus and for the ultimate sacrifice made 

for us all.  Lord, help us to honor you by honoring your command to love.  In Christ Jesus’ name 

we pray.  AMEN! 

Let Us … Spread Love. 
Put love into action. Assist in meeting the expressed needs of others 

by participating in an established drive for PPE (personal protective equipment) for those 
serving on the frontline during this pandemic.  Or, helping to ensure that seniors in your 

community are in communication with others and are having their basic needs met. 
 
 



Day 36 

Holy Tuesday, April 7th  

 Child Like                   Matthew 19:13-15 
 

13 Then people brought little children to Jesus  

for him to place his hands on them and pray for them.  

But the disciples rebuked them. 
14 Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them,  

for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”  
15 When he had placed his hands on them, he went on from there. 

 

Today’s devotional text shows that there is something about children that touches the very 
heart of God.  There is something about children that Jesus views as being special to him.  He 
finds their presence worthy of him interrupting his schedule in order for them to draw near, in 
order for them to have the opportunity to come close.  By all accounts the children appear to 
have no particular needs, no visible or hidden issues, no sickness, injuries, paralysis, or 
hauntings from which they need deliverance. Yet, the very desire of the parents to bring their 
children is sufficient cause for Jesus to invite the little ones to draw near. 
 
Too often we as adults look at Jesus, our connection and relationship with Christ, from a 
utilitarian, user friendly point of view.  Simply put, we are quick to draw near when we have a 
need.  But, how many of us see the blessing and beauty of our connection with Christ is the 
relationship itself… the privilege of just being with the Lord.  I’m sure that none of us relishes 
the idea of being in the company of persons who have a handout whenever they see us, trying 
to see what they can get from us.  Wouldn’t you rather spend time with those who value being 
in your presence more than they value what’s in your pockets?  And, while the Lord continues 
to see our needs and have mercy on us, can you imagine how it blesses the heart of God when 
we draw near simply to express our love, simply to be in God’s presence? 
 

Let Us  become as children again.  Let Us  do away with our hidden desires and underlying 

motives.  Let Us  be intentional about entering into the presence of the Lord for the sole 

purpose of being with God, to express our love for God.  
 

Let Us Pray  

Lord God, we are grateful for another opportunity to enter your presence, another opportunity 
just to be with you.  Lord we are grateful for your many blessings.  We are grateful for your 
greatest blessing which is your unfailing love.  May we bless you today simply by walking with 
you, talking with you, abiding with and loving you.  Dear Lord, we thank you, and we love you 
for who you are. Amen! 
 
 

Let Us … Clear the Way. 
Are you a barrier or a bridge?  

Connect with family and friends to discuss ways to make Christian discipleship attractive.  
Explore and strategize on tangible, meaningful ways we might share Christ with others. 

  

  



Day 37 

Holy Wednesday, April 8th  

 Not Child’s Play                            Matthew 22:34-40 
 

34Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together.  
35One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question:  

36“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 
37Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul  

and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment.  
39And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’  

40All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” 
 

 

You may have heard of such incidents. Or, perhaps you recall witnessing one in your teen years; 
it’s a school yard showdown.  I don’t mean a physical altercation, but a verbal battle where one 
party tries to out talk, out whit the other.  Now, imagine a similar scene taking place with the 
people in today's text:  On one side stands a Pharisee and his cronies.  On the other: the 
unassuming, seemingly unsuspecting target of their frustration, Jesus.  Coming face-to-face as a 
human circle forms around them, the Pharisee throws his best verbal jab saying, “Teacher, 
which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”  Jesus counters with this reply: “‘Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’  This is the first 
and greatest commandment.  And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’  Jesus' 
response quickly takes the fire out of his opponents’ fight.  Realizing that they have finally met 
their match, the Pharisee and all those siding with him slowly back-up and back-off. 
 
Family, life is not a playground.  Our faith is not a game.  Too often, we who call ourselves God's 
own, make this Christian faith walk more complicated, more difficult than the Lord ever 
intended it to be.  We set up hurdles and barriers, hoops to jump through and poles to limbo 
under.  We do this all in the name of “holiness” and “godliness,” when in actuality we are not 
only missing the mark, but we cause others to do the same.  We contrive man-made standards 
of holiness rather than simply focusing our hearts, heads and efforts on living life according to 
the standards revealed by Christ, chief of which is to love. 
 

So, Let Us  stop majoring in the minors.  Let Us  focus on living Christ laws of love: to love 

God with our whole-selves and love our neighbors as ourselves is the best we can do.  And, it’s 
ultimately what God wants.  
 

Let Us Pray 

Lord God, we love you. We thank you for loving us. We thank you for not giving us hoops and 
hurdles to go through and to jump over.  But, for  
giving us away and means of connecting with you and fulfilling the purpose for which Christ 
died and for which we were created.  Lord, help us live your laws of love; help us to teach 
others to do the same. This we pray, in Jesus name. Amen! 
 

Let Us… Give Our All.  
True disciples strive to fully give themselves over to God. Ask yourself, “Where am I holding 

back?”  Pray seeking to release “it” to God. 
 

  



Day 38 

Maundy Thursday, April 9th  

 Accept Refreshing                          John 13:3-10 
 

3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had 

come from God and was returning to God; 4 so he got up from the meal, took off 

his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 After that, he poured 

water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the 

towel that was wrapped around him. 
6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my 

feet?” 
7 Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will 

understand.” 
8 “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” 

Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.” 
9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head 

as well!” 
10 Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their 

whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.” 

 
Today is Holy Thursday, or as many in the Christian faith have come to know it, Maundy Thursday.  The 
word "Maundy" comes from the Latin word “mandatum,” which means mandate or 
commandment.  "Maundy" or "commandment" is a term most fitting, as Jesus will later make the 
pronouncement that “A new command I give you: Love one another.  As I have loved you..."  Yet before 
Jesus says a word... before he commands anything, he loves them in the manner they are to love one 
another. Taking off his outer garment, Jesus assume the role of the lowliest of servants.  With towel and 
water basin, he lowers himself and begins ministering to each of them through the washing of their feet. 
This act not only cleanses them of the dust and dirt they've picked-up on their journey, but it refreshes 
them in preparation for what is ahead. 
 
Family, it is time to let the Lord minister to us, refresh us with his love.  It is only when we allow the Lord 
to refresh us, cleanse us again, fill us again that we are assured that we have what is needed for the next 
phase of this ministry of love and service.  To say, "No" to the Lord's refreshing as Peter did, is to say, 
"Lord, I can do this on my own."  But, if Jesus Christ, who is the very Son of God, depended on the Father 
for refreshing and refilling, how much more do we need to depend on the Lord for the same?   
 
Let Us  remember that the Lord always knows what we need long before we are aware.  Let Us  let 
God be God and do whatever the Lord wills, trusting as Christ did, that his love will refresh us. 
 
 

Let Us Pray  

Lord, we are dependent on you. We look to you. We pray, Lord God, that we will always be open to you. 
That we will not only be open to your gifts, your anointing of us, or the power you exhibit through us, 
but that we would be open to receive your love. For, it is your love that refreshes us.  It is your love that 
revives us and ultimately enables us to do your will. May we love as you love...  May we serve as you 
serve...  ln Jesus name we pray, AMEN! 
 

Let Us… Accept Refreshing. 
We can’t go it alone.  Humble yourself. 

Be accepting of God’s renewal.  Only then will we be truly ready for the Lord’s service. 

 
 



Day 39 

Good Friday, April 10th  

Home, Yet Never Alone                                                 John 14:15-18 
 

15 “If you love me, you will obey what I command. 16 And I will ask the Father, 

and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of 

truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. 

But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. 18 I will not leave you 

as orphans; I will come to you. 

 
Do you remember the first time you were intentionally left home alone?   It may have been your 
first overnight babysitting job.  Maybe it was the first time in a long time your parents went on 
vacation together.  You may not have thought much of it, but that was a pretty big deal.  Anytime 
someone trusts you to care for their child in their absence, that's a big deal.  Whenever parents 
entrust to their children the responsibility of caring for themselves, their siblings and managing 
the household over several days, that’s a pretty big deal.  If you've ever had such an occasion, then 
you may be able to identify with Jesus' disciples as they prepare to manage themselves and 
ministry all while dealing with his pending departure. 
 
During his three and a half year ministry, Jesus has been preparing his disciples for his eventual 
departure from them.  He led them. He taught them. He healed people before them and gave 
them power and authority to do the same. He encouraged them to be people of character and 
godly conduct. He had done all that was needed, imparted all that was needed. The only thing left 
was for him to make the ultimate sacrifice of his life. Yet, he could go forward with confidence that 
his ministry would continue, people would be healed and their lives would be changed for the 
better.  Although the disciples may have doubted their ability to do what Jesus was calling for, the 
fact of the matter is that they would not have to go it alone. Jesus told them, assured them that in 
his absence their heavenly Father would send the Comforter, the Holy Spirit. Jesus further assured 
them that this very Spirit of God would be present, abiding within them.  And, what was true of 
Jesus' disciples in that day is also true of us, Jesus' disciples today: we do not have to go it alone. 
We have the word and the Spirit of the living God abiding in us.   
 

Let Us  go forward to live, to love and to serve the Lord and the people of God. Let Us  allow the 

Holy Spirit of God to stir in us and empower us to accomplish the work of ministry to which we 
have been called and for which we have been equipped. 
 

Let Us Pray 

Lord God, we are yours. You created us in your image and in your likeness. You have gifted us 
with your word and with varying abilities that we might be instruments and agents of change. 
Lord, we are grateful! Help us to tap into all that you have created us to be, called us to be and 
empowered us to be. May we never forget that we are not alone; for you are eternally with us.  
We thank you for this and all your blessings.  In the matchless name of Jesus the Christ we do 
pray. Amen! 

 

Let Us… Accept Support. 
Pray for God’s strengthening of you, fellow workers (servants) and all  

who labor for the sake of God’s kingdom. 



Day 40 
Holy Saturday, April 11th  

 Living the Call                       Matthew 28:18-20 
 

18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 

been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and 

teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with 

you always, to the very end of the age.” 

 

Today marks the fortieth and final day of the 2020 Lenten Season.  Many of us have been 
striving to be deliberate about drawing near to God and more earnestly devoting ourselves to 
Christ.  Many have prayed, fasted, reached out to friends, family and strangers as we were 
seeking to grow in our faith, improve our relationships and further the ministry to which we've 
all been called. Know that the end of this season should not mark an end to our pursuits in 
Christ.  However we may have grown, whatever insights the Lord has shared or sense of 
awakening the Holy Spirit has stirred in us ought to spur us on to continued good works. 
 
As we look forward to celebrating the resurrection of Christ Jesus, may we recognize that that 
day is more than a time of remembrance, but an opportunity for us to reaffirm our faith in 
Christ as Saviour and Lord and to be reaffirmed as disciples, those anointed to carry out the 
great commission. 
 

Let Us  heed the call of Christ.  Let Us  meditate on his mandate to go and make disciples of 

all peoples, all nations baptizing them under the name and by the authority of the Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit.  Let Us  continue to grow in the knowledge, word and will of God that we 

might truly know it, faithfully obey it and be equipped to teach other to do the same.  And 

finally, Let Us  take heart in the truth that God is with us, goes with us as we continue our life’s 

journey. 
 

Let Us Pray 

Lord God, thank you for your loving kindness.  Thank you for being my all in all.  Lord I desire to 

be more like you in every way.  As you have taught, blessed, changed and enlightened my heart 

during this Lenten Season, please continue the work you have begun in me.  I want to be a 

continuous learner and faithful follower, faithful adherent of yours.  Grant me the humility, 

wisdom and courage to live the life to which you have called me and support others in doing 

the same.   

Thank you for the ultimate sacrifice through which you have redeemed me.  This is my prayer in 

Jesus’ name.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen! 

 

Let Us … Make Disciples.  
Remain connected to family, friends and community.  

Stay Committed to growing in your faith.  
Be a support to others as they too, strive to grow in Christ, the Lord. 


